
 
 
 
 
 
 
Aims and Objectives 

“A high-quality History education will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and 

understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. It should inspire pupils’ 

curiosity to know more about the past. Teaching should equip pupils to ask perceptive 

questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective 

and judgement.” National Curriculum 2014 

 

The aims of History in our school are: 

- To use books, videos, photographs, pictures, stories, eyewitness accounts, 

museums, galleries, historical sites and the internet to find out about the past. 

- To ask questions about sources of evidence and evaluate their effectiveness. 

- To develop chronological awareness and place themes on a timeline to show when 

events happened.  

- Retell and sequence key events, changes and movements on a timeline.  

- Present findings using different media including different genres of writing, 

diagrams, ICT and drama.  

- Ask questions about the past  

- Discuss beliefs, behaviours and characteristics of people, recognising different 

views and beliefs.  

 

Teaching Strategies 

a) Early Years 

During the Early Years, children will listen to stories and begin to ask how and why 

something happened. Children will talk about their own lives including what happened 

in the past and what is going to happen. Role play areas will link to a theme and 

children will begin to make up stories and discuss similarities and different between 

families and traditions.  

 

b) Key Stage 1 
Pupils will retell and sequence key events in stories and their personal lives. They 
should use words and phrases that relate to passing of time and discuss ‘old’ and 
‘new.’ Pupils begin to look at different historical events, describing and explaining what 
happened. They will begin to describe similarities and differences between then and 
now.  
 
b) Key Stage 2 
Pupils in Key Stage 2 develop a range and depth of historical knowledge, focusing on 
using sources to build a picture of local, British and world History. They will evaluate 
their effectiveness and discuss different interpretations of History. They make 
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comparisons between different times in History including similarities and differences. 
Pupils will ask relevant historical questions about cause, effect and significance. 
 

Teaching and Learning 

At Epsom Primary School, our aim is encourage children to be active Historians. By 

using resources such as artefacts, we strive to immerse children in a wealth of 

knowledge of a particular society, culture or country. The children are taught half-

termly or termly topics that are allocated by the Curriculum Lead. We teach History 

through a cross-curricular approach, with a strong emphasis on developing English 

skills. Writing in History has the same expectations as English lessons, writing for a 

range of purposes and incorporating skills taught in class. We also strive to use ICT 

to research and present historical findings.  

 

Teachers plan using the Curriculum Overview for their year, the breakdown of National 

Curriculum objectives and the progression of Key Skills for History for Key Stage 1 

and 2. (See Appendix). Planning is recorded on the Medium Term Planning Document. 

This includes the Success Criteria for the lesson, whole class teaching strategies and 

differentiated learning challenges. Learning Intentions must link to a historical skill from 

the Progression of Key Skills document.  

 

Assessment 

Assessment is the responsibility of the individual class teachers. Teachers will gather 

evidence based on observation, discussion and tasks recorded in Learning Journeys. 

Feedback and Marking will be in guidance with Epsom Primary School’s Marking and 

Feedback Policy.  

 

Inclusion 

Children of all abilities can benefit and make progress in History. We aim to provide 

learning opportunities to all pupils where they are inspired, motivated and challenged 

in their learning. Learning challenges and outcomes are differentiated to meet the 

strengths and needs of all pupils, including those with Special Educational Needs.  

 

 

Health and Safety  

a) Resources 

Resources to support themes across the school are stored within classrooms. 

Artefacts, newspaper reports and teaching resources are the responsibility of the 

Subject leader, who is also responsible for ensuring they are kept up to date and 

relevant for that theme. There is a labelled box for each theme and will be allocated at 

the start of the school year.  

 

b) Safety and Guidance 



Some of the artefacts can be sharp, particularly the Stone Age Weapons. When a new 

artefact is introduced, children will be made aware of its correct and safe use and 

adults will support children in handling the resource carefully.  

 

c) Visits 

Each year group will have the opportunity to attend local visits based on their History 

topic. Risk assessments must be submitted to Evolve prior to attending and first aiders 

must attend. These will be reviewed each year to ensure they meet the needs of the 

children and the curriculum.  

 

Monitoring and review  

The coordination and planning of History is the responsibility of the subject leader. The 

teaching and learning in History will be monitored using learning walks, observation 

and book scrutiny. These will focus on developing historical skills such as 

interpretations of History, enquiry skills and chronological understanding (Progression 

of Skills Document). 

 

The subject leader is responsible for: 

- Ensuring teaching and learning links to the National Curriculum aims and the 

Progression of Skills document. 

- Keeping informed of current developments in the curriculum and report to the 

rest of the team.  

- Creating an action plan and highlighting successes and next steps for the 

teaching of History.   

- Ensuring that teachers have access to resources to support planning and 

teaching and that these contribute to the teaching of History skills. 

- Support teachers with planning and teaching of History where necessary.  

 

The subject leader is responsible for giving the curriculum lead an annual summary 
report in which the strengths and weaknesses in the subject are evaluated and areas 
for further improvement are indicated. 


