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31st March 2021 
 
 
Dear Parents/ Carers, 
 
As we go into the Easter break, I would like to thank you all for your continued support. 
Attendance has been very strong since our return and the children are keen to get back to 
their friends and lessons in the classroom. You may well be frustrated that it seems the 
children have only just come back to school and now are off again. However, following the 
return from the winter lockdown, the children have found it quite exhausting to engage with 
their learning for 6 hours a day, especially in the younger year groups. They are definitely 
ready for a rest and recharge. 
 
Our assessments have shown that the remote learning did support many of the children to 
stay on track and keep up with year group expectations. Teachers know where the gaps are 
and have adapted the curriculum to best meet the needs of your children. As well as 
resilience, the summer term focus will be on developing cognitive strategies, such as 
reasoning, analysing, summarising and evaluating one’s own progress to further develop 
accountability for learning. 
In addition, with some of the school’s Covid catch up funding, we have managed to put 
Booster Clubs in place to further support progress and this half term. We employed an 
Academic Tutor to work with children across the school on language development, reading 
comprehension skills and writing in English to embed knowledge and key skills. 
However, it cannot be swept under the carpet that many children have found the experience 
through the pandemic difficult. Some have experienced bereavement of friends, neighbours 
or family members and others have experienced the stress of parents being out of work, 
working long hours at home or being isolated from their support network. Mental health in 
children impacts greatly on their ability to succeed. We are keen to ensure that we prioritise 
this and have put additional ELSA support in place where needed and have adapted our 
PSHE curriculum to account for this. We have also employed a qualified Children’s 
Counsellor to work with some children and families to support where a greater need is 
identified.  
 
This term I have continued to work with the IEB, the School Business Manager and the 
Leadership Team, to ensure that the financial future of the school is secure and that we can 
continue to be an ambitious, creative and highly effective environment for all. This work has 
been very positive as the school enters a secure and stable future.  Our Friends and Family 
team, FFoEPS continue to support us in funding the additional extras for your children and 
provide fun activities along the way. Our focus for the summer is revamping the outdoor 
Nursery environment to provide an inspiring outdoor space for our smallest pupils to explore, 
develop and have fun. 
 
We say farewell and best wishes to Miss Arora who starts her maternity leave from the 
summer term. We welcome back Mrs Hayman from maternity leave who will be joined by 
Miss Hazell in Tigers class. We also wish Mrs Williams good luck as she moves to her new 
role within school as KS2 SENCo. 
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Finally, I hope that you all have a restful and slightly sociable Easter break with those that 
mean the most to you. Please don’t forget to purchase any much needed uniform items in 
time for your child’s return on Monday 19th April. We look forward to welcoming the pupils 
back, looking smart and ready for another highly productive term.  
 
Please note that after Easter we would like all KS2 pupils (Year 3-6) to come straight 
in to school in the morning at 8.35am. This will allow for valuable early morning work, 

interventions and booster sessions to take place. 
 
Thank you once again for supporting us in maximising outcomes for your children and 
helping us to stay open and safe. 
 
 
I wish you all a lovely Easter! 
 
Mrs Pollard and the Epsom Primary and Nursery Team 


