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12 July 2019 
Dear Parents / Carers, 
 
EPS Key Stage 2 Concert Band  
 

Over the last three years 25 pupils from KS2 have signed up to receive instrument lessons and 
have formed our very own EPS Concert Band.  As we move towards September 2019 we have an 
opportunity for pupils who would be enthusiastic, dedicated and committed to joining the concert 
band.  This is a great opportunity for your child to develop their musical talent and be part of 
something unique.  This week Year 3 witnessed a fantastic performance by the current concert 
band and now the opportunity is available for your child to sign up to the concert band to start 
lessons in September 2019.   
 
The concert band teacher, Lindsay Ryan, will continue to lead the band.  Lindsay works as a 
music teacher and orchestral conductor.  She started her own musical journey in primary school in 
a concert band. The instruments she teaches in our concert band are the flute, clarinet, trumpet, 
saxophone, trombone and percussion.  
 
Lessons will be given in instrument groups on Fridays in 30 minute rotating slots, so that the 
children do not miss out on the same time in class lessons each week. The band will rehearse 
together at lunchtime. To ensure your child makes the best possible progress in learning their 
instrument there is a high expectation for 100% attendance and regular practice supported by you 
at home. 
 
There are a couple of things you will need to consider: 
 
Instruments 

It is your responsibility as the parent/carer to provide an instrument and other equipment for your 
child. However, in the first instance it is recommended to hire an instrument for three months, 

either from a music shop or an online provider eg Dawkes Music. 
 
To buy a new instrument of decent quality is not a cheap proposition, and we would only 
recommend this if your child is serious about committing to learning music and practicing on a 
regular basis. Lindsay can advise on instrument brands and purchases to ensure you purchase a 
good quality instrument. If you are thinking about purchasing, she recommends the Take it Away 
scheme, enabling you to have an interest free loan over 9 months, with a 10% deposit. 
http://www.takeitaway.org.uk/.  You will be able to contact Lindsay directly via e-mail to seek 
further advice on this. Please contact her for advice before purchasing through Gumtree, Ebay etc! 
 

http://www.takeitaway.org.uk/


 
 
 
You would also be advised to provide the following items for your child: 

 An instrument 

 A collapsible music stand for home practice 

 A Standard of Excellence music book for their instrument 

 A black folder of plastic wallets for band music 

 A small notebook for lessons 

 A book-bag or suitable plastic wallet to keep their music books safe. 

 A supply of reeds for clarinet/saxophone players (Mrs. Ryan to advise) 
 
Cost of lessons 
The cost of the lesson (including band practice) is £7 per week and is billed termly in advance.  
Any music books or reeds your child requires will cost extra.  Lindsay will invoice you each term 
and you will be able to pay her directly in cash or by bank transfer for the term.   Payment plans 
can be arranged in advance, so please contact Lindsay to arrange this. 
 
Practice 
Your child should be prepared to practice for 15 minutes, 3 times a week.  This includes getting 
the instrument ready and packing it away.  If practice lapses then progress gets very slow – this 
can lead to boredom and maybe giving up altogether, so it is best to maintain a regular practice 
schedule from the outset. 
 
If you are interested in your child having instrument lessons at Epsom Primary School, please 
email Lindsay Ryan directly at lryanmusicteacher@gmail.com with details of your child’s name, 
their current class, their choice of two instruments, whether they have had experience playing an 
instrument before and your contact details.  
 
To ensure your child does not miss this opportunity please send an email to Lindsay by Friday 
19th July.  You will receive a reply from Lindsay Ryan confirming your place and advice on 
proceeding forward. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Mrs Laura Tubby                Mrs Lindsay Ryan                  
Leader of the Creative Arts    Concert Band Leader 
creativearts@epsom.surrey.sch.uk   lryanmusicteacher@gmail.com  
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