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Aims and Objectives 
 
At Epsom Primary and Nursery school, our RE curriculum is based around learning from, 

and about religions and worldviews, empowering our children to develop their ideas, values 

and identities. Enabling the children to understand the world around them means they can 

discover, explore and consider different answers to a range of challenging questions about 

meaning and purpose to life, beliefs about God, issues of right and wrong and what it means 

to be human.  As our world is enriched by wide and profound diversity in culture and belief, 

we believe that as human beings we are strengthened and empowered by learning from each 

other. We encourage our pupils to ask questions about the world and to reflect on their own 

beliefs, values and experiences which helps them to think critically, creatively, 

and respectfully about theirs and others ideas in relation to religions and worldviews. 

By the end of Key Stage 2, the pupils at Epsom Primary and Nursery will have gained a 

sound understanding of Christianity and the other main religions. They will be able to discuss 

in detail the way that people who are religious live their life and compare that between the 

religions and those who have no faith. Our principal aim of RE is to engage pupils in 

systematic enquiry into significant human questions which religion and worldviews address, 

so that they can develop the understanding and skills needed to appreciate and appraise varied 

responses to these questions, as well as develop responses of their own. 

 

We follow The Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education in Surrey Schools with the 

Additional Study Units focusing on asking and discussing more philosophical questions.  

 

We are currently developing our RE curriculum so that is enhanced further with first hand 

rich experiences, for example visits to local places of worship. We want all children to enjoy 

RE and to experience success in the subject. 

Through the teaching of Religious Education in our school we aim to ensure that our children:  

 Know about and understand a range of principal religions and worldviews. 

 Are encouraged to express ideas and give insights about different beliefs. 

 Engage in provoking challenging questions about meaning and purpose in life, beliefs 

about God, issues of right and wrong and what it means to be human. 

 Have time to investigate and discover different answers to questions. 

 Understand the key elements that contribute to identity and belonging as individuals 

and for each of the principal world religions. 

 Can explain the significance of different forms of religion through vocabulary, places 

and art. 
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 Gain and deploy the skills needed to engage seriously with religions and worldviews. 

 Learn how different practices and ways of life have been developed by followers of 

religions and how beliefs have had different effects on individuals, communities and 

societies. 

 Have the opportunity to compare world religions through the Additional Study Units 

(ASU).  

 Show respect and tolerance for those who do not share the same beliefs and values 

 Show and develop a sense of individual liberty. 

Teaching and Learning  
 The underlying educational emphasis is to inform and provide understanding of 

religious and spiritual insights. It does not seek to commend a particular faith or 

viewpoint. 

 Much of the implicit curriculum is reflected in the ethos of the school, in the 

development of self-awareness and in the pupils’ understanding of relationships. 

 RE is also found in PSHE related issues, festivals celebrated, assemblies, discussions 

related to the experiences of the pupils (circle time) stories with moral/relationship 

themes, visits to religious buildings and day-to-day management of behaviour. 

 Staff in each year group plan together from the Agreed Syllabus so that pupils have 

equal access to learning opportunities, drawing on the schemes of work written by the 

subject leader to support them. Opportunities are provided to enhance the 

performance and achievements of all pupils, whatever their cultural background.  

 RE contributes to multicultural education by broadening the horizons of all pupils so 

that they can understand and contribute to a pluralist society.  

 Trips and Rich Experiences are utilised where possible to increase Cultural Capital for 

the children are EPS e.g. places of worship.   

 

Teaching Content and Strategies 
 

The Early Years Foundation Stage  
All pupils in the EYFS will be taught RE as an integral part of their personal, social and 

emotional learning,  

The children are given learning experiences that encourage them to explore the world of 

religion in terms of special people, books, times, places and objects and by visiting places of 

worship (including Christianity as the religion that has most influenced British culture). The 

have the opportunity to listen to and talk about Bible stories and stories from other traditions. 

They will begin to use religious words and use their senses in exploring religions and beliefs, 

practices and forms of expression. The children will reflect on their own feelings and 

experiences and use their imagination and curiosity to develop their appreciation of and 

wonder about the world in which they live.  

 

In Key Stage 1 
During Key Stage 1, pupils develop their knowledge and understanding of the Christian faith, 

Judaism and Islam (and where appropriate, nonreligious beliefs, as part of the comparative 

units of study). They will learn what Christians believe about God, the person of Jesus and 



the world around them, and be introduced to some things that Jews and Muslims believe. 

They will encounter and respond to a range of stories, artefacts and other religious materials, 

such as art and music and learn to recognise that peoples’ beliefs are expressed in a variety of 

ways beginning to use subject specific vocabulary. They will begin to understand the 

importance and value of religion and belief, especially for other children, their families and 

the communities they belong to. They will ask relevant questions and develop a sense of 

wonder about the world, using their imagination. They will also ask questions and express 

their own views about what is important to themselves and to others, valuing themselves, 

reflecting on their own feelings and experiences and developing a sense of belonging.  

 

In Key Stage 2 
During key stage 2, pupils extend their knowledge of Christianity, Judaism and Islam, and be 

introduced to aspects of Hinduism, Sikhism and Buddhism, recognising the impact of religion 

and belief locally (including within their own school), nationally and globally. Through the 

Additional Study Units for KS2, pupils will also begin to consider moral, ethical and 

philosophical issues, and in certain units, also encounter non-religious belief systems such as 

Humanism. 

They will express their own ideas in response to the material they engage with, identifying 

relevant information, selecting examples and giving reasons to support their ideas and views. 

The pupils will  make connections between differing aspects of religion and belief and 

consider the different forms of expression and consider the beliefs, teachings, practices and 

ways of life central to religion, and belief (where appropriate). They will be introduced to an 

extended range of sacred texts and other sources and consider their meanings. They will 

recognise diversity, learning about similarities & differences both within and between 

religions & beliefs, and the importance of dialogue between them while extending the range 

and use of subject specific vocabulary. They will recognise the challenges involved in 

distinguishing between ideas of right and wrong, and valuing what is good and true. They 

will communicate their ideas, recognising other people's viewpoints and consider their own 

beliefs and values and those of others in the light of their learning in religious education.  

 

In each stage of RE learning:  
During RE lessons, sufficient time is given for pupils to discuss, plan, edit and revise their 

work. Teachers may also draw from other religions as appropriate, acknowledging the 

religious beliefs of the children within the class. 

 

To improve the understanding of the topic, several methods of teaching is deployed including 

but not limited to:  

 Storytelling  

 Adult led activities  

 Child initiated activities  

 Debating and discussing  

 Dramatic performance. 

 

To improve communication and language in the classroom, teachers will encourage pupils in 

 Organisation, clarification and sequencing of thoughts, feelings and ideas. 

 Development of their own narratives in relation to the stories they hear in lessons. 

 Exploration of their feelings and emotions towards set narratives. 

 

 



Planning 
Teachers plan using The Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education in Surrey Schools scheme 

of work. They use the time guidelines and background information to ensure that key 

knowledge is included in each topic so that the children can access the scheme of work 

throughout the school.  
 

Assessment 
Assessment is the responsibility of the individual class teachers and will be based on 

evidence gathered through discussion and observation of the pupil during the lesson and by 

the child’s recording of activities where appropriate. The marking of the Learning Journey’s 

will reflect the extent at which the Learning Intention has been met. The teachers will 

complete as assessment grid at the end of each unit of work that is provided within the 

scheme of work.  

 

Inclusion 
We teach RE to all pupils, whatever their ability. We provide learning opportunities that 

enable all pupils to make progress. We do this by setting suitable learning challenges and 

responding to each child’s different needs.  

 

Withdrawal from RE 
 

 For a pupil to be withdrawn from RE, an email/letter must be sent to school and a 

meeting with a member of the leadership team will take place. 

 All parents have the right to withdraw their children from RE, but a meeting to 

discuss concerns should take place first. 

 All RE taught in Epsom Primary and Nursery School is non-confessional and 

nondenominational; the aim of it is to teach children about religions so that they have 

an understanding of what each religion is about and for the children to learn from 

them. 

 

Monitoring and review  
 
The monitoring of the standards of children’s work and of the quality of teaching in RE is the 

responsibility of the subject coordinator with the Curriculum Lead.  Their work also involves 

supporting colleagues in the teaching of this subject, being informed about current 

developments in the subject, and providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the 

school. Lesson observations/learning walks are also undertaken, when needed, and the 

subject coordinator regularly reviews evidence of the children’s work. The subject leader is 

responsible for giving the curriculum lead an annual summary report in which the strengths 

and weaknesses in the subject are evaluated and areas for further improvement are indicated. 

Where required, the subject lead may be asked to present their work to the Senior Leadership 

Team and/or Governors.  

 


